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Rebuilding h rebuilding lives

By: By Matt Klar, Youth Writer
MORE STORIES

d i

RiE i + Rebuilding homes, rebuilding fives

the naxt faur deys.

S5aring back at me wers Ta 1,554,436

d\\é"l‘lq‘ of the Greater Toronto Area:
riseiis, smiles and

However, n’y ucs— ranan was o oty

that would ‘cok far dittarent. Where [

smiles and fand menaries

t supaly.

a5 going, A rgian was sl

suffaring Hie afterma of the carkest

week in its history. After Hurricane <
Katring made landrall pear Buras, Go Shopping
Lauisiana, an Aug. 25, 2005, sauthem

Laulslana wes devastates,

Later thet evening. the 17th Street

Levee collapsed and mare Lhan 30 per

cent of haw Orleans was under water,

drstroyeng 1AI,000 Rames. |hat is

thousandz of memories, smies ang

holidzy dinness.

Hine members of the Bnei Grith Youth

Urganization and [ jaurreyed o

Chalmetts, LA ta robuild hauses with the National Aciicf Moneork, From there,
¥OUEN groups trom Toranto.

W were sssigned one of the hauses Lhet had applied for 2id. What we savw couldin'l be deseribed
in the black and white oF newspaper stories, ar from the mauth of & news anchon, What we saw
was roal life.

On wesk legs 1 walked inte the kichan. Or was this the kitchen? There was 70 sink or
microvwave, no toaster, Mo relvigerator, Just fragmented crywell and clongs of dirt.

1 remoe: hum]rel]s 7 neils eifzcllessly, like Ticking swey en eyelash. Bul Lhis was real life, Sach
nail was a pi a home. These nails, which lay in bunches on the gmund, once held together
the Ihes and m~-nnr|r~s H

@ jeinad sthar

thls famil

Every room laokad the same, completaly empty and broken,

This was caly Lhe firsl 30 minules on the work sile. Whel remained of 3609 Jean Lafitle 5L would
be aur horme far the rext thres days,

1 walkrd up the stairs and samehaw wound up on a closes with a few ald rinthes, a badmintoa
racket and a stack of old manazlnes.

2 pile: The Mew Age Maqazine from August L9ES.
caver, verishing inta the air. 1t has an scdress label.
0. Cutrer. This is bis magar ne. His magazin, in s ceset, This & 7is

It haas & neme. Ioses
hose.

Iy heart skipped a baat.

This Lrig, which 1 UI\'E Lhnghl wou é be "a good exuer fence”, or “look great an a resume”, had
become samething mi was personal.

.-\ﬂ'ﬂlgh thi city anas Inked dastrayed, % saman af hape i present.on the: stroeks of ficw

arl

1e ooty clty Tn e world where, 5n ane short diive, you could Tind & crwtish oo boy
sanzwich, & bowl of guinbs, world renowned Beignes and fing Lesnagess fram Thar
down drywil in hardhats.
Back at the str, ror horns taaked a5 they drove by, rerognzing us as valunteess, Each porson we
et was proud of the rebullding efort.
Zozel Colman, the chaplain of the Mew Orl2ans Fire Degariment, told us 70 per cent of frefighters
have been d by Katrina.
*The hrarchreak that Katnna brmught s lghsened by the hope that you guys bring itz New
drleans. Give hope to evarvone vou can,® he sald
Even rrare thanks are ‘ssued from Batty Lezarus, a librarian 8t a synagogue in Metaire, LA
“Sumelhing Ferrible kas hepaened Lo sar cily, Thanks in part b valunleer 3-puzs lise you, bings
are starting ta improve.
Mo mattes haw mary thanks wao receved tiab waonk, waorking on the ste didn't foel liks 1 was
accomplisning as much as 1 wou'd have lked. Iwerted to Je 3 hero for these pecola.
It wag one joi on the site that pourded Lhis message home; W rake the moands of dead grass in
witalk was pnee @ Back yard,
| hawe rked at home, bt His was mush diffreens, Theer are avsrwhelming piles of destructian,
1raked and carled an armiozd bo the garbage plle across the streat wiene 3 FEMA buck would
eventuzly disaose of it. 1did this three or foLr more tires. Tre plle naver snvans. Tha yard
rermained in a shambles re maller how vig"r“u: ¥ Iraked or baw much [ cerried.
1 wauld ot fe able to erase all the damage by myself, no matter how badly [ wented to.
this house will anly ba finished when the Tast 2l naint £ries against its brard new walls. My
starrach ached, hoilow,
1 want to oe there w\en the last coat of paint is brushed on the walls. T want Lo se haiding the
brush.
he graup saz dawn fo= funch, 1 hit into what seemed like my 14th granala bar of the day, when a
gold SUW par<es In front of the house,
"Doahhleesee, Ye'll 3+¢ here. Tdidn't kraw It '3l were gonna show up,” the man sald.
“The narme'’s Joseph.”
1Ffet a lumg in my throat. Joseah was the name on the magazine. This was fus home.
what was once: a sirde of winiows chowing ang champing foll silert, Joseph Cutrer had the stags,
@5 ha stood on his frent lawn on te cornes nguse of Jean Lafitme Sk, staring at the ruins of his
horie.
With eyes nearly in bears, be gladly shared
Hafarr tie storm, things were gaing well. Insrpl‘ el retiveid i s wifs, & semrhes far 38 yanrs,
was plannirg her retiremant nest,
Lt Two weaks Defore Katina, the family cancelled helt telr insurance, semething Mr. Cutrar
described as, "The warsl mislake 1'd ever made in my whale life.”
He paused in the middle of bis ssntence.
1'm somy. Hub | just got nearty sick overy Hme | oome down here,” hie said.
"L had ridden out &l the storms, wey back when and we all tought we was gonna survive, The
meening after the storm fit, Tgot 2 call from the Tellow scross the street. He Lol me here was
wwaler sbave the doar and Thoneser something terriblie was happening.
first time: | came down fere, thare was 16 inches of mud i t1e streets. | was Just shacked

wian ['d sean somuch dastruction done I such a short Hme,” ha sald,
“ALthe age I am nov, you fust can't do what you want to do. [ Just don't know what to do
anyrnore,
Listening to the story was harder than any desd grass [ hed o reke, or bricks 1 needed t3 it
| stening tn peraps the moss sperial thamk you e mer rereved was much harger,
“vall are a blessing. I'm Just 5¢ glad thak weu all took the Hme bo care and come down here to
help us, 1 apereciate yau 21| very much. Yau will all be blessec. Tm giad yal had the heart
erzugh by csrme down here,
Haforr Mr. Cutrer drave hack b his temporzry home, tun baurs Sram his ceal one, he posed for
soma group photos, Everyans smiles nd staras —nrc\tl\- na the camnesa lans, but 1 couldn't heip
but logk gown te roed.
These was nol ene Fame in goed condilion. There was no sign of civilizelion, a deserbed suburkia,
excmpt far @ church scroes the street,
£ad sudcenly in the heart af this city, anly 2 few hours by plane fram my howse, my lif Sk very
foreign,
But1looked back into the eyes of Mr, C + as his eyes wandared arcund his oic
neighbauriand. T saw the gratitugs ard it no longer mattered that the ple of deed grass wouldn't
oo daw. Far @ few hours, pn 3 few days of the year, we baok Bme aut of our lives and restored

aring

Ma Kiar s a student at Trarnnill Seccadary Schocl and a n'ember of the ¥ork Region Mediz
Graup's y-leam. You cer contacl Fim o dlestesi Sy
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